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The Elder’s Commission meetings are open meetings and 

the Commission encourages membership attendance and 

participation. 

 

The Elder’s Commission meetings are held monthly on the 

first Wednesday of each month, meetings begin at 5 p.m. 

unless posted otherwise.  All meetings are held at the Little 

Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians Government Center 

in Conference Room 312, unless otherwise stated. 

 

The Elder’s Department Director has presented many 

issues and concerns to the commission. The Elder’s 

Commissioners will continue to work with the Department 

to address, review and discuss department issues and 

concerns. The Commission will assist and support the 

department in reaching resolution wherever possible and 

work to strive with LTBB membership’s best interest in 

mind. 

 

The Michigan Indian Elder Association (MIEA), quarterly 

meeting will be held on April 9-11, 2018 in Petoskey, MI, 

LTBB is the Host Tribe. The MIEA consists of 

representatives from tribes in Michigan and Quarterly 

meetings are hosted by different the tribes in MI. The 

Elder’s Commission has been working with the Elder 

Department to ensure a fantastic Conference for those that 

will be in attendance.  Many items have been donated for 

the Silent Auction and welcome bags for hand out during 

registration. There will be a raffle for a Pendleton Blanket, 

tickets can be purchased from any one of the 5 Elder 

Commissioners. With LTBB budgets cuts it has been a 
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challenge to provide meals for conference attendees, so 

LTBB will provide a Traditional Feast for the Delegates 

dinner that will be held at LTBB Government Building on 

Monday, April 9, 2018. LTBB members have volunteered 

to cook for the dinner. LTBB Natural Resource Department 

has donated Whitefish, a ham has been donated and there 

will be plenty of side dishes and Fry Bread.  

 

The Elders Commission has put together feast bags that 

will be distributed to our Youth. A special thank you to 

Commissioner JoAnn Carey for the time she has spent 

getting the bags ready for distribution. 

 

The commissioners are dedicated to establishing a line of 

communication with the Elders Department and assist the 

department to the best of our abilities in the future. 

 

                                        
 

The Elders Commission would like to congratulate Arlene 

Naganashe for her years of service and dedication to the 

Little Bay Bands of Odawa Indians and her retirement. It 

has been a pleasure to work so closely with Arlene, as the 
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Elder Department Manager. She is an amazing lady and we 

are honored to have had the privilege to be a part of the 

Elders Department under her supervision.  Wishing her the 

best on her future endeavors.  

 

The commission has been working with the Elders 

Department to review and update various elder department 

policies and these policies will be posted and submitted to 

Tribal Council for approval. 

 

The commissioners would like to express their appreciation 

to the Executive for recommendations to Tribal Council for 

placement on the Elder’s Commission. 

 

The commissioners would like to thank Tribal Council for 

their appointments to the Elder’s Commission. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Written and submitted by Debra Smithkey-Browne 


